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Parliament from the payment of /'i5ou hack pay that: was now due for his services as Lieutenant-general.1
Charles, amidst the gloom of his confinement in the Isle of Wight, had received exaggerated accounts of the mutiny at Ware, and his love of intrigue prompted him to immediately despatch Sir John Berkeley to the Army headquarters to remind the generals of their duty to him. .But Berkeley met with a harsh reception. Ireton threatened to send him under arrest to the Parliament. Cromwell would not see him, hut strut him word, " I will do my best to servo the? King, but he must: not expect 1 shall ruin myself for his sake," The same messenger whispered the fearful warning, " If the King can escape, let him do it, as he loves his life ! " a
At the opening of the year 1648, the Presbyterian majority in the House of Commons had prepared grounds for a safe peace in the form of four bills, which were sent to the King at Carisbrookc Castle. These* bills provided : i, that tin*command of all military and naval forces should rest with the Parliament for twenty years ; 2, that the King should revoke all his proclamations against the legality of the past proceedings of the Parliament ; 3, that he should annul all the patents of peerage which had been issued since he left London ; 4, that the Parliament should be empowered to adjourn for whatever time, and to whatever place it might think proper. Charles, although almost in his last extremity, had no intention of approving these bills, which would have made the Puritan revolt a legitimate resistance to his authority. Besides, the Scottish Parliament, now controlled by the 1 Hike of Hamilton, had likewise sent commissioners to treat for peace, and they were* offering Charles better terms than he could hope to obtain from his English subjects. The King dallied with the English while1 he secretly concluded a treaty with the Scots, This paper was completed in two days and hidden in a garden until it could be taken away safely. It provided for a Scottish Army to reestablish him in his just rights, on condition that he would
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